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On September 28, 2006 the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) purchased a 65.66% fee interest in a 285 acre portion of the 491 acre Bull 
Tract that had been purchased by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in 2005.  This 
285-acre property was dedicated as the Magothy Bay State Natural Area 
Preserve (NAP).  The purchase price paid by DCR for the 100% interest in the 
285-acre parcel was determined by averaging the three appraisals that were 

done on the 285-acre parcel 
for DCR.  That price was 
$3,846,666.  On October 9, 
2007, DCR purchased the 
remaining 34.34% interest in 
the 285-acre Bull tract for 
$1,320,945.  This final 
interest was purchased using 
state Parks and Natural Area 
Bond Funds, this NOAA 
CELCP grant as well as 
grants from the Virginia DEQ 
Coastal Program and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  This $514,714 
CELCP grant contributed 
38.9% of the funds for this 
second closing, or 13.4% of 
the land purchase cost for 
the entire Bull tract purchase. 

 
This 285-acre property is now owned entirely by the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation.  The purchase of this and other parcels for 
migratory bird conservation on the lower Eastern Shore has resulted in the 
establishment of the Southern Tip partnership.  The Magothy Bay NAP, as well 
as other public and private protected lands in the area, will be managed 
cooperatively following the Southern Tip Memorandum of Understanding that the 
Conservancy, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, DCR, DEQ, and the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries prepared in 2006.  The purpose of this 
MOU is to facilitate cooperation between The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, The 
Commonwealth of Virginia’s Department of Game and Inland Fisheries and 
Department of Conservation and Recreation, and The Nature Conservancy in the 
protection and management of conservation lands on the Southern Tip of the 
Virginia Eastern Shore for the purpose of resident and migratory bird species and 
other coastal dependent species and natural communities. 
 

Figure 1: Project Area 



 
Figure 2: Location Acknowledgement Signage. 



 

Figure 3: Surveyor’s Land Plat, View 1 



 
Figure 4: Surveyor's Land Plat View 2 

 




































